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recting their petitions in his care so that he might give
them personally to Baha-Ullah and intercede for them.
Thus, without any ceremonies or formalities, Taki Men-
shadi became the most well-known and talked of Bahai.
Every one was eager to receive his letters. It has often
been stated by those believers who are familiar with both
Persian and English writings, that Taki Menshadi and
Mr. Chas. Mason Remey were brothers in calligraphy,
only Taki Menshadi was an older brother.

6. Menshadi's Epistolary Style and His Peculiarities

Menshadi's letters are well preserved by all the Per-
sians. Haji Niaz tells me that he has 500 of them. I may
have two hundred or more. These letters are master-
pieces of news writing. He had a sense for bare facts
and news and he knew that no one expected philosophy
from him or the literary style of Oriental compliments.
He had done away with all this form. It was really a
radical departure from the established rule and many
young people, seeing the wisdom of his course, followed
his epistolary innovations. The letters generally opened
with a few sentences about the Master's health and his
family. This to the Bahai world, was considered the
most important part. Then the record of the arrival and
departure of the pilgrims, their names, the events in
Acca, a general outline of the progress of the Cause in
other parts of the world, etc. They were indeed "newsy
letters/* After the ascension of Baha-Ullah the activities
of the Cause increased a hundredfold, the number of
the believers became considerably larger, the movement
spread in America and Europe and the matter of corre-
spondence with all these heterogeneous elements became
of the utmost importance. The Master looked about for
an efficient experienced man, who could hold in his hand